
 

Posted 9.18.2014 per HW 

Revised 6.2014   

  Page 1 of 4 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unit Title: I won’t grow up 

 

Unit Designers: 6th grade ELA team 

 

Level(s): 6th grade 

 

Time Span: 6 weeks 

 

Content Area: 

 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  

English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 

 

Summary of Unit:   
 
Students build on their knowledge of books read in fifth grade (see the Common Core Curriculum Maps for grades 

K–5) and explore the theme of growing up. They have the opportunity to listen to one of the books on tape, compare 

and contrast the written and audio presentations, and extend this activity to watching the Broadway musical version. 

Students read biographies about and interviews with the respective authors of the various versions. After reading and 

discussing the elements of effective prequels, students write their own prequels to another well-known story in order 

to see just how challenging writing one can be. This unit ends with an informative/explanatory essay that addresses 

the essential question. 

 

 

 

Content Standards/Performance Indicators: 
 

 

 RI.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well 

as inferences drawn from the text. 

 RL.6.7: Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to 

listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting 

what they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen 

or watch. 

 W.6.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 

technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 SL.6.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 SL.6.1(a): Come to discussions prepared, having read or studied required material; 

explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to 

probe and reflect on ideas under discussion. 
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 SL.6.1(b): Follow rules for collegial discussions, set specific goals and deadlines, and 

define individual roles as needed. 

 L.6.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 L.6.1(a): Ensure that pronouns are in the proper case (subjective, objective, possessive). 

 L.6.1(b): Use intensive pronouns (e.g., myself, ourselves). 

 

 

Key Pre-Requisites: 
(Before beginning this unit, students should know/understand/be able to…) 

 Knowledge: 

 

Students should be able to read both literature and informational text.  

Students should be able to recall relevant information from print and digital sources texts when writing, 

speaking or listening. 

Students should be able to analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting the similarities 

and differences and the point of view they represent.   

 

 Skills: 

 

Student should be able to write for a purpose. 

Students should be able to use knowledge of conventions when writing, speaking, reading or listening. 

Students should be able to expand, combine and reduce sentences for meaning, reader/listener interest, 

and style.  

Student knowledge of language and conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.  

Students should be able to compare and contrast the varieties of English (e.g., dialects, registers) used in 

stories, dramas, or poems. 

 

 

Enduring Understandings: 

 

Childhood choices impact adulthood. 

 

Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 

 

What distinguishes childhood from adulthood? 

 

What does the phrase "I won’t grow up” mean to you? 

 

 

Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 

 

 Knowledge: 

 

Students will be able to cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 

as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
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Students will be able to engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

Students will demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage 

when writing or speaking. 

 

 

 Skills: 

 

Students will be able to write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using 

effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Students will be able Compare and contrast the experience of reading a story, drama, or poem to 

listening to or viewing an audio, video, or live version of the text, including contrasting what 

they “see” and “hear” when reading the text to what they perceive when they listen or watch. 

 

 

 

How will students provide evidence of their understandings? (Be specific) 

 
Students will keep track  of words studied while reading>  These words will be sorted by prefix, suffix, root words, 

meaning, spelling feature, and so on. 

 
Students will compare and contrast listening to an audiobook to reading the book. Students will decide which they  

prefer and why.  

 

Students will  write an argument to support their  preference and will discuss at least three reasons for their  

preference, citing evidence from the text. 

 
Students will discuss the elements of setting (e.g., time, place, environment) and find examples of how time, place, 

and environment are used.  

 

Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Articles 

 “Classic Story Flies in Many Forms (A Peter Pan Timeline)” (Bob Minzesheimer, USA Today, 9/1/2004)  

 "Filling in the blanks on Peter Pan's past" (Megan K. Scott, Los Angeles Times, 11/5/07)  

 “Peter Pan’s Early Years” (Bob Minzesheimer, USA Today, 9/1/2004)  

 “Prequel to Peter Pan Fills in the Blanks with Fun” (Sue Corbett, Miami Herald, no date)  

Nonfiction 

 Boy: Tales of Childhood (Roald Dahl) (EA)  

 J.M. Barrie: The Magic Behind Peter Pan (Susan Bivin Aller)  
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Provisions for Extending Learning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How will technology be used to increase student achievement? (Be specific) 

 

Audio books 

On-line instructional resources (see below) 

 

 

 

Instructional Resources: 

The following online resources will be used:  

o Roald Dahl was Born on this Day in 1916 (ReadWriteThink) (RL.6.7  

o Story Map (ReadWriteThink)  

o March is Music in Our Schools Month (ReadWriteThink) (SL.6.1)  

o You Can’t Spell the Word Prefix Without a Prefix (ReadWriteThink) (RL7.4, 

RI7.4)  

o Flip-a-Chip: Examining Affixes and Roots to Build Vocabulary (ReadWriteThink)  

o Improve Comprehension: A Word Game Using Root Words and Affixes 

(ReadWriteThink) (RL.7.4, RI.7.4)  

o Internalization of Vocabulary Through the Use of a Word Map (ReadWriteThink) 

(RL.6.4, RI.6.4)  

o Action is Character: Exploring Character Traits with Adjectives 

(ReadWriteThink) (RL.6.1)  

o Book Report Alternative: Creating a Childhood for a Character 

(ReadWriteThink) (RL.6.3)  

o Lights, Camera, Action: Interviewing a Book Character (ReadWriteThink) 

(RL.6.3)  

o Literary Elements Map (ReadWriteThink) (RL.6.3)  

 
 

Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 

 

(Name of Assessment listed here) 


